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Duck Identification Guidelines Given 
Habitat, action, color, shape and 

voice - all help distinguish one spe- 
cies from another. 

Shallow marshes and creeks 
normally attract few divers; large, 
deep bodies of water are not usual 
feeding grounds of puddle ducks. 

The maneuvers of a flock in the 
air can help indicate the species. 
Mallards, pintails, and widgeons 
form loose groups; teals and shov- 
elers flash by in small bunches; 
mergansers often appear in single 
file; canvasbacks shift from waving 
lines to temporary V's; redheads 
"boil up" in short flights from one 
end of a lake to the other. 

Closer up, individual silhouettes 
can show large heads or small, 
broad bills or narrow, fat bodies or 
slender, long tails or short. Trained 
observers also identify ducks from 
the wing beats; they may be fast 
or slow, short rapid flutters or long 
strokes. 

At close range, color areas can 
be positive. Depending on light 
conditions they may or may not 
appear in their true color, but their 
size and location are a key to the 
identity. 

The sound of wings can be as 
important as that of voice. The pin- 
ions of goldeneyes whistle in flight; 
the swish of wood ducks is different 
from the steady rush of canvas- 
backs. Not all ducks quack; many 
whistle, squeal or grunt. Experience 
can teach you the difference. 

Pintail: Found in every flyway, 
most plentiful in the west. 

Extremely graceful, fast flier, 
fond of zig-zagging from great 
heights before leveling off for a land- 
ing. Equally agile on land; visits 
croplands to glean food. 

Drakes whistle; hens have a 
hoarse quack. 

Mallards: Most common duck. 
Extremely hardy, wintering as far 
north as it can find open water. 
Flocks often leave the water in early 
morning and late afternoon to feed 
in nearby harvest fields, returning 
to marshes and creeks to spend the 
night. 

The flight is not particularly 
rapid; voice of the hen is a loud 
quack; the drake, a lower-pitched 
kwek-kwek. 

Black Duck: A bird of the east- 
ern States, using the Atlantic and 
Mississippi flyways. 

Shy and wary, regarded as the 
wariest of all ducks. 

Often seen in company of mal- 
lards, but along the Atlantic coast 
frequents the salt marshes and the 
ocean much more than mallards. 

Flight is swift; usually small 
flocks, in V's or angular lines. 

Voice is duplicate of mallards. 
Gadwall: Not plentiful any- 

where; greatest numbers in the 
Central flyway, fewest in the At- 
lantic flyway. 

The only puddle duck with white 
in the speculum. 

Small, compact flocks fly swift- 
ly, usually in a direct line. Wing 
beats are rapid. Drakes whistle and 
kack-kack; hens quack like a mal- 
lard hen, but softer. 

Widgeon: Nervous birds, quick 
to take alarm. Agile fliers, usually 
in compact flocks. Flight is fast, 
irregular, with many twists and 
turns. White belly and forewing 
very conspicuous in the air. 

When feeding, often accompa- 
nies diving ducks and robs them 
of food brought up from depths 
beyond the widgeon's capability. 

Drakes whistle; hens utter a loud 
kaow and a lower qua-awk. 

Shoveler: Early fall migrant; 
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usual flight is steady and direct.        Aquatic animal life forms a third sissippi flyway. 
When startled, the small flocks fly of its diet. Frequents wooded streams and 
erratically, twisting and turning        Drakes call woh-woh and took- ponds; perches in trees. 
like teal. took; hens have a feeble quack. Flies through thick timber with 

Greatest numbers occur in the        Wood Duck: Found in all fly- speed and ease, and feeds readily 
Central and Pacific flyways. ways; most numerous in the Mis- (Continued on page 26) 
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WE'RE THE NEXT BEST THING TO HOME! 

"GOOSE HUNTING CAPITAL 
OF THE WORLD" 

The Sportsman's Lodge is located 1-1/2 miles north of Eagle Lake... the "Goose 
Hunting Capital of the World". Quietly tucked away off FM 102, you're sure to 

fall asleep to the sound of geese and wake up to a beautiful sunrise and still MORE 
geese (although, if you aren't up before sunrise, you might be shooting time). The 

Lodge is nestled on six acres of country land so you can even see birds before your 
first cup of coffee. 

A PLACE SO COZY, YOU'LL THINK 
YOU'RE AT HOME! 

After a long day's hunt, come back and relax on one of the comfortable couches and watch you're 
favorite football game (Aggie and Texas fans allowed). 

Mama likes to hunt, too, so she added a mud room for you to change in. This way, she can enjoy 
squeezing the trigger of a 12-gauge instead of a 409 bottle. 

Enjoy the viewing porch and shooting area. There's even a dog kennel and plenty of storage space for all 
your "hunting" gear. 

The lodge sleeps ten comfortably in a bunk-bed atmosphere with new central air conditioning and heating. 

"SPORTSMAN'S HUNTING LODGE" 
THE ONLY PLACE TO BE!" 

Now, let's talk about food! 
Lodge owners, Doug & Janie, also pride themselves on owning the award-winning 

Sportsman's Restaurant, located on the Hwy. 90-A Bypass (Boothe Drive) in Eagle Lake, right 
next to Johnny's Sport Shop. The restaurant opens at 4:30 a.m. and serves breakfast, lunch 

and dinner daily. You're sure to never go hungry before a hunt 
Talk about food... they're famous for their hand-cut Ribeye steaks, Seafood Specialties, 

Chicken Fried Steak, Fresh home-made Burgers and hand-dipped onion rings. Janie's also 
known for her New Orleans Bread Pudding (wheel barrows are available). 

With over 40 years dedicated to food and hospitality, the Schwemms guarantee 
you a true Sportsman's experience in Eagle Lake. / 
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